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Abstract

This study discussed and analyzed the effects of the Israeli occupation on
the urban planning in the northwest villages of Jerusalem between 1993 and
2020. The study sheds light on the different policies taken by the Israeli
government in the study area since 1948, then observes and analyzes the

effects of these policies on the urban planning in Qattana.

The study aimed at identifying the real reasons behind the urban planning
problems in the study area, and clarifying the consequences of the different
policies that the occupation conducts to limit and defeat the urban planning
in order to prevent any developments in the area. The study also explores
the many physical, economic, social and service activity problems that
these effects caused, as well as the land-use change and the arbitrary general
appearance of the study area. This study adopted both of the historical and
analytical approaches using the Geographic Information System (GIS)
through (Arc Map 10.5), in addition to the descriptive and comparative ap-
proaches through field work. Also, the conductive approach was used in the

extrapolation and the future recommendations of the study area.

The study concluded several results that explain the many reasons behind
the poor urban planning in the study area, one of which is the occupation
policies and laws that affected Qattana since 1948, these policies and laws
resulted in the confiscation of 72% of the natural basin in the village. Also,
58% of its lands are classified under Area C, and 19% were carved out by
the Israeli apartheid wall. And that made the area full of economic, social,
legal and construction problems. In addition to this, and since the majority
of the lands are under the Israeli control (Area C), the Palestinian govern-
ment was unable to monitor and develop the area so the general view is

arbitrary, the urban growth in the eastern and north-eastern parts of the town

o



Is vertical, the inside of the structural plan borders is overpopulated and
37% of the houses are unlicensed. This geopolitical classification also af-
fected the infrastructure of the educational, health and entertainment ser-
vices especially the girls' schools, the nurseries and the parks. In addition
to the several legal problems and crimes such as: drug abuse, illegal cars,

guns possession and public utilities attacking.

The geopolitical classification of the village resulted in the study area being
under the Israeli civil and military administration which follows two oppos-
ing approaches in the urban planning; the first is "the forward planning" in
the Israeli-inhabited areas which satisfies the current and the future needs
of the Israeli residents. And the second is "the legalized planning™ in the
Palestinian-inhabited areas which obstacles the current and the future de-
velopments. The study found through interviewing some officials in the
Qattana municipality that the municipality is suffering and unable to fulfill
the needs of the town due to its budget deficit so the urban planning is

within the resources.
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